
 

 

M E M O R A N D U M  
DATE:  10 April 2012 
 
TO:  P. Kalawai‘a Moore 
  Windward Community College 
 
FROM: Carlos Andrade, Director 
  Kamakakūokalani Center for Hawaiian Studies 
 
SUBJECT: Proposed A.A. in Hawaiian Studies 
 
I know that you will be going before the Council of Chief Academic Officers tomorrow, April 11, with a 
joint proposal for an Associateʼs in Arts degree/certificate from seven Community Colleges.  First, I 
would like to express my personal support as well as the support of the KCHS faculty I have polled.  It 
is a great opportunity for Community College students throughout the system to be able to have 
access to classes shared with the students who are able to come to Mānoa and to assist in preparing 
them to get into the Bachelorʼs of Arts “pipeline”, especially those who would like to pursue a Liberal 
Arts degree in Hawaiian Studies and/or Hawaiian Language.  There are, however, some concerns 
that the Council of Chief Academic Officers should keep in mind, as well as those Community 
Colleges who are planning for the eventual success of the AA being proposed. 
 
The most important concern should be for the students receiving the AA and their eventual success in 
making a smooth transfer/articulation into the BA program at Mānoa and/or UH Hilo.  This concern 
has to do with the rigor and content of the classes across the board.  It has been the experience in 
the past that articulation of actual content varies somewhat across the system and it is the student 
who bears the burden of coming to the BA program unprepared for the expectations of the four year 
degree.  Some of it has to do with content and some with rigor.  It is imperative that a systematic 
approach be built into the process which will address issues of rigor and content ensuring as best as 
possible student success. 
 
The second concern has to do with clarity.  It seems that the AA will actually be much more a 
Hawaiian Language degree than is reflected in the title.  I realize that the title may seem cosmetic, 
yet, in truth, the content of the degree is at least half Hawaiian Language and may be more so if 
recent recommendations to add Hawaiian Language 100 to the “core” are accepted.  I feel that by 
realigning the title of the AA to better reflect its content would be more in the spirit of “truth in 
advertising” so to speak.  As far as the concern for a delay because of the slight change in title to truly 
reflect the degree proposed, if we cannot affect this kind of transparency as an institution, what does 
that say about us? 


